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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: PNG AND ROC FISHING VESSELS 

REE: A. PORT MORESBY 690 
B. PORT MORESBY 679 

1. WE HAVE CONVEYED THE INFORMATION CONTAINED REFTELS TO 
APPROPRIATE ROC OFFICIALS, WHO HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR 
APPRECIATION FOR THE INEORMATION. TAIWAN PROVINCIAL FISHING 
BUREAU APPEARED TO BE PARTICULARLY RECEPTIVE 

AND PROMISED TO ATTEMPT TO REACH THE OWNERS OE ALL EOUR VESSELS MENTI- 
ONED 
REETELS. 

2. WITH REGARD TO THE DISPOSAL OE CHIU FU NO. 3, WE NOTE 
FROM REF A THAT THE VESSEL'S CAPTAIN IS ABLE TO COMMUNICATE 
DIRECTLY WITH THE OWNER IN TAIPEI. THEREFORE, WE BELIEVE 
THAT ANY REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION FROM THE OWNER TO SELL 
THE VESSEL "AS IS" SHOULD PROPERLY BE MADE BY THE CAPTAIN OF 
THE VESSEL OR BY THE TAIWAN PROVINCIAL PISHING BUREAU. 

ACCORDINGLY, UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED BY THE DEPARTMENT, 

WE DO NOT PLAN TO INTERVENE DIRECTLY WITH THE OWNER. 

3. WHILE WE CANNOT ACT AS INTERPRETERS OP CHINESE LAW, 

OUR UNDERSTANDING - AND THAT OP THE TAIWAN PROVINCIAL 
FISHING BUREAU - IS THAT IF A SHIP HAS "COMPLETELY LOST 
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EMPLOYMENT BETWEEN CREW AND OWNER IS TERMINATED. IE THIS 
CONTRACT IS TERMINATED OUTSIDE OE THE PORT OP EMPLOYMENT, 
THE SHIPMASTER IS UNDER OBLIGATION TO SEND THE MARINER 
BACK TO THE ORIGINAL PORT. 

4. IN VIEW OP THE APPARENTLY PORTHCOMING ATTITUDE 
ADOPTED BY THE TAIWAN PROVINCIAL PISHING BUREAU, YOU MAY 
WISH TO SUGGEST TO THE DFRT THAT IN THE PUTURE IT COORDINATE 
DIRECTLY WITH THE BUREAU ON THIS HUMANITARIAN MATTER. 

5. PYI: TAIWAN PROVINCIAL PISHING BUREAU HAS ALSO 
INPORMED US THAT VESSELS IN QUESTION MAY BE SUBJECT UNDER 
ROC LAW TO VARIOUS PINES. END PYI. 
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